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DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Memorandum of Conversation

DATE:

| June 12, 1939
Degivs of Finndsh CGovernment to purchsase

SUBJECT: military supplies in this country.

The Minister of Finland, ¥r. Hialmsr J, Procopé;
PARTICIPANTS: Gtolonel Pasvo Talvela: the Under Sesrebary.

COPIES TO: 8, A-B, PA/D, Eu, Oo

V The Minister of Finlend called to see me this
éprn;ng in order that the speoial militery agent of
the ?inhiah Government, {olonel Talvels, might come
with him to take hie leave in view of hig impending
aepabﬁura*frcm-ﬁhe United States.
golonel Talvela expressed at some length his

great appreciation of the many courtesies shown him
by the War Department and of the cooperation afforded
him by certain of the officers of the War Depariment
vwhom he had consulted in connection with the desire
ar:£1$ Government $o pgrchase military equipment and
ﬁuygiies'in.this country., Colonel Telvela also gald
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that he had met with the most friendly reception on the
part of &1l of the private companies with which he had
been in toush since hie arrivel in this country, The re-
sult of his survey proved to him, Colonel Talvels sgld,
that the Government of Finland could obiein in the United
dtates practioally all of the munitions and military equip-
ment which it desired, In view of this he sald he waé now
returning to Finland in order to recommend urgently to his
government that it sénd immediately to the United Biates a
military mission for the purpose of entering into contracte
with private manufacturers in the Unlted States for the
manuf acture and shipment of such supplies,

When Golonel Tulvels had concluded the Minister handed
me a memorandum which 1g sttached herewith, The Minigter
ssked me to read it in order that I might tell him whether
it was an acourate statement of faotsand whether it was in
s form which would be satisfactory bo this Department should
it be trensmitted officlelly by him, Upon reading 1t I told
the Minister that insofar as what I myself had sald Yo him
in previcus interviewa was osnoerned, his statement was ac~
ouratie. I t61ld him, however, that I desired to emphasisze
both to him and to Colongl Talvela the fact that under exist-
ing legislation the munitions and supplies for which the
Finnish Government might desire to contraat in this country
aould not be shipped from the United States in the event
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that Finlsnd found haraelf engagsed in war and in the
gvent that the President detsrmined under the ferma of
the existing legislation that a state of war existed,

I told the Miniaster that it was quite lmpossible for me
to predict what the Congress of the United Stalbes would
datermineg ingofar ps any revision of exigting nenterality
legisletion was conoerned glthough of course the Minlge’
ter, I was gure, was enbirely famliliar with the resommefns
dntions whioh had besn mede by the Sesretsry of State to
the two Houses of the Conpgress as an official indieabion
of the policy recommanded by the executive branch of the
Government,

The Minister and Colonel Talvela imddintely dald
that they were fully aware of theae faoly agnd thal they
had Saken tham inte gosount in formulating rocounends~
tions to their doveramsni.

I further stated that ny confivmation of the Min-
igterias nemorandun could, of courdse, only inoitude the
gtititude of the Depariment of State and ny own prioy
atatenents to the Minlaster, and that lnsofar as the
polloy of the War Departuent and the atatenents of the
Aaglatant Secretary of War were ooncerned; I was ot
in a position o give any confirmasion, 1 sald, however,
thet I should be glad to submit this memopandum to the
Wer Depariment in order to ascertain whether that Depart-

Reproduced from the FDR Presidential Library




o

ment doineided in the stafenents oontained in the Minlg-
ter's memorandum,

gubgeguently I trensmitted the menorandum to the As-
gistant Secrstary of War who, in a letter to me also ate

tashed herewith, confirmed the acouracy of the Minister's
abalisnantsa,

U2 5W DUK
\
A
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LEGATION OF FINLAND
WASHINGTON, D. C.

Hemorandun

Subsequent to previous verbsl oconversations the
Finnish Minlstér to Washington, by a Note dated
April 1%th, had the honour of informing His Excellenoy,
the Seoretary of State, that the Government of Finland
had the intention of aanding ¥r, Paavo Talvela, Colonel
of the Finnish Army, to Washingbon on a special mission,
a8 assistant to the Finnish Legation; in order to study
the poseibilities of arranging for deliveries from the
Unéig? Btated to Finland of certalin materials and con~
mo G,

in repiy to this the Bearetary of State, in a note
dated April 26%h, was good enough to inform the Finnlsh
Miniater that the Government of the United States would
e happy Bo assist CJolonel Talvela in the Tulfillment of
this mission.

Durdng the preparatory conversstions and particular-
1y, when on the 3rd of Kay the Finnlsh Minister had the
hon@ur of introducing Colonel Talveia to the Under Seore-
tary of State, the Honorable My, Sumneér Welles, the mig-
gion was aefined to discuss and investigate the posai-
bilities for Finland to Gbiain, in case of emsrgency,
from the United States war materials and other commodi-~-
ties, Finlend in such » cade might need.

AMready on May 3rd the Under SBecretaxy of 5tata kind-
Ly deolared - and later he has confirmed - that the Gov-
ernment of the United Bteted in the case mentioned asbove
wAll allow and faoilitabe purchases and shipments of the
intended mgterisls and commoditiers for the account of the
Finnish Government, provided the United States laws and
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regulations governing the sxport of armg and other im-
plements of war permit such purchases and shipments,
and provided further the immediate requirements of the
nationgl defence of the United ftatses do not prevent
i%: AL the sane time the Under Beoretary of 3tate in-
dlcated thet the Unlted B8tated authorities would kind-
1y sllow and promots such preparabtory measures whioch
might prove nesogssary in order to prepara the fulfiil-
ment in due course and in due btime of deliveries as
indicated gbove.

Through the courtesy of the Btate Department Colonel
Talvela was put in contaet with the proper authoritles in
the Wayr Depaytment., Having been received in a mosd
cordlal way he wns afforded opportunity to discuss ab
the sald Department the various angles of the problems
connected with hiz misglon and was subsequently given a
148% of fiyms producing the required war materisls, Xind-
1y regomitended by the War Deparptment he then contasbed a
nunher of lesding menufacturers in the arms indugtyry and
wags thud gble to get a general view of the opportunities
this nmavket affords, Colonel Telvela's investigations
have proved that Finland has congiderabls possibilitien
to obtain here the materdals she needs and also o make
due preparations for deliveries in case of smergensy.

~ Uolonel Telvela hss, however, found out that in cer-
tedn cases fhe soquisition of the standard types used by
the Pinnish army causes various difficulties, eBpscially
cwihg o the long time of delivery, This drawback oould,
however, be slininated, if the Government of the United
States would permit Finland to buy from companier here
matérisls of the types used by the United States own
army, Having disoussed preliminerlily this gquestion with
Jolonel Burng of the War Depsriment (olonel Talvela on
the 9th of Juné submitted %o the Assistant Secvetary of
War, the Honorable Oolonel Louid Johndon, a request to
the above mentloned effect, In his reoly Colonel Johnson
confidentially stated that Finland will in thig redpect
be grantsd the 2ame privileges as Englpnd and France, and
that Finland thus may buy from this country and use all
types used by the United Btabes own army with the excep-
tion only of the types considered gecret.

i
With deep gratitude for thess new signs of farreagh-
ing good will towards Pinland g8 well.as for the courtesy
and highly appreclated and effiaiéqgfhdaperaﬁion the State
Depariment, the War Department and different suthorities
have shown in this matter, the Minigter of Finland and
4
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golonel Talvela have recorded the aforessid declarations
and shall not fail to communicate them to thelr Govern-
ment.,

Washington, June 12th, 1939,

HJALMAR J. PROCOPE
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THE ASSISBTANT SEORETARY OF WAR
WABHIRGTON

June 12, 1939

Dear Sumnexr:

In reply to your confidential letter of todsy
enclosing memorandum of the Minister of Finland,
the statement of CGolonel Talvela contained therein
porrectly ferleats ny pogition ¢n the subjeat znd
what we gaid to him,

Binoerely yours,
1.OUIS JOHHSON

Hohorable Sumner Welles,

Under Secretary of State,
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